Fifteenth Sunday
After Pentecost

September 18, 2022

2860 Coventry Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
216.921.3510 ● www.plymouthchurchugcc.
org

“My house is a house of prayer for all people.” (Isaiah 56:7)
Plymouth is A Just Peace Church and
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Our Approach to God
SCROLL DOWN FOR HYMNS
Call to Worship and Lighting of Candles
The Joyful Noise
Preparation Music Great is Thy Faithfulness………………………………………………arr Mark Hayes
Ella Davis, piano
“All I have needed thy hand has provided…..” What joys or concerns do you bring with you to worship? Close
your eyes and name them.
Welcome
*Call to Worship
ONE: God has given us this beautiful earth and all that grows and runs upon it.
ALL: We thank God for the gifts of the earth and the heavens,
for they tell of the glory of God.
ONE: God has given us breath to live and spirit to sing.
ALL: We open our hearts to wonder and praise.
ONE: God has gathered us into a community of care and worship.
ALL: Let us worship the living God with love, thanksgiving, and praise.
*Hymn (Black) 12

I Sing the Mighty Power of God……………………………………………..Ellacombe

Confession
ALL: Holy God, you are giver of wisdom, yet we have found it easier to follow
foolishness. You are giver of love, but we have been afraid of what love will
ask of us. You have created us to received your gifts, but we confess that we
cannot receive them apart from the transformation of your grace. By your
power, set us free from foolishness and fear. Amen.
Silent Reflection
Words of Assurance

*Hymn of Praise……………………………………………………………………….……………………..Faithfulness
Pardon for sin and a peace so enduring,
Your own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside.
Great is your faithfulness! Great is your faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed your hand has provided,
Great is your faithfulness, God, unto me!
*Passing of the Peace
ONE: The peace of Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Children in pre-school-5th grade are invited to depart for Sunday School.

The Proclamation of God’s Word
Reading from Scripture
Psalm 19:1-10
Music Simple Gifts…………………………………………………………….Shaker Song/arr. Mack Wilberg
The Plymouth Choir; Linda Innes, piccolo, Scott Soeder, flute
‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be fee, ‘tis the gift to come down where you ought to be, and
when you find yourselves in the place just right, ‘twill be in the valley of love and delight. When true
simplicity is gained, to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed. To turn, turn will be our delight, ‘til by
turning, turning we come ‘round right. ‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be true, ‘tis the gift to
labor ‘til the day is through. And when you find yourself in the place so fine, ‘twill be in the cool of the
birch and the pine. “Tis the gift to be joyful, ‘tis the gift to be free, ‘tis the gift, ‘tis the gift, ‘tis the simple
gift to be! And when you find yourself filled with pure delight, the gift to be simple has led you aright.
(Trad. Shaker; additional lyrics by David Warner)

Sermon

A Radiant, Sacramental World
Means of Grace, part 1

Rev. Dr. Matthew Wooster

*Hymn (Black) 3 Wakantanka Taku Nitawa (Many and Great)…………………………..Lacquiparle
Stanza 1—Choir only
Stanza 2—ALL
Repeat Stanza 1--ALL
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever, Amen.

Choral Response Serenity Prayer ............................................................. William E. Nierintz

Living Out the Word of God
Announcements of Church Life
Call to Offering
Offertory By the Waters of Babylon…………………………………………………………..Jewish Melody
Diane Julin Menges, Lia Bendix, and Alissa Wible, soloists
By the waters of Babylon, we sat down and wept for Zion. We remember Zion. (Psalm 137:1)

*Doxology……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Old 100th
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host:
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
Spirit of Creation, may our gifts of money and wise action flow unfettered to where they are needed. May we
dance open-heartedly with the ebb and flow of giving and receiving, for our thriving is intertwined. We dedicate
these gifts to your guidance, and to the service of the human family. Amen.
*Hymn (Insert)

This is My Father’s World……………………………………………………….Terra Beata

*Commission and Benediction
*Congregational Response

The Great Amen ................................................. Marty Haugen
Amen, Amen, Amen!

Voluntary

Psalm 19 (The Heavens Declare) ......................................... Benedetto Marcello
James Riggs, organ
A noble Italian composer, Marcello’s (1686-1739) fame is his collection of paraphrases on the first fifty psalms for
either voices, instruments, and organ or organ alone.

Many in the congregation wish to remain seated for the Voluntary. If you choose to leave, please be aware of
those still participating in this part of the service. The Voluntary is music for worship and we ask that all be
respectful of one another’s worship practices, including those participating via livestream. Following the
Voluntary, you may greet the ministers.

SCROLL DOWN FOR HYMN

