
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“My house is a house of prayer for all people.”  (Isaiah 56:7) 
Plymouth is A Just Peace Church and An Open and Affirming Congregation 

 
Our Approach to God 

 

 
Preparation Music     Lotus Blossom……………………………………Billy Strayhorn/arr. Alec Wyton 

James Riggs, organ 
Born in Dayton, OH, Billy Strayhorn (1915-1967) was an American jazz composer, pianist, and arranger who collaborated with 
composer, Duke Ellington.  This arrangement was played at Strayhorn’s funeral in the Cathedral of St. John, NYC.  Ellington’s 
sister writes, “During his Rainbow Grill engagements, Duke, would play “Lotus” as a little private prelude to each show.  It was 
like a little whispered tribute to Billy—perhaps even a little prayer for his soul—knowing that God was listening.  Duke titled 
one of his sacred songs, “Every Man Prays in His Own Language” and there is no language that God does not understand.”   
 
 

Welcome 
 
*Call to Worship  
       ONE:   Siblings of God’s family, rejoice!  
  Our lives are sustained by God’s presence and love. 
 ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 ONE: As we mourn the wounds of God’s children, God weeps with us. 
 ALL: As we give thanks for people who have lived in faith, God gives thanks with us. 
 ONE: As we struggle for justice, God struggles with us. 
 ALL: As we strive for peace, God strives with us. 
 ONE: As we work to build the beloved community, God works with us. 
 ALL:  Siblings in God, rejoice! You are sustained by God’s presence and love. 
 
Hymn (Black) 593   Lift Every Voice and Sing .................................................... Lift Every Voice 
 
Confession     

ALL:  O merciful God, we confess that we have trusted our narrow 
understandings rather than seek your will. We have taken our direction 
from the world instead of questioning the order of things. We have 
closed our ears to your call, fearful of being stretched beyond our 
comfort. Forgive us, and save your people from division. Amen. 

 
Silent Reflection 
Words of Assurance 
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Second Sunday After Epiphany 

  
        Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Weekend 
 
 January 15, 2023 



Hymn of Praise ............................................................................................... Hymn to Joy 
You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 
Well- spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, all who love belong to you; 
Teach us how to love each other, by that love our joy renew.  
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 ONE: The peace of Christ be with you. 
         ALL:    And also with you. 
 
Children’s Message  

 

Children in pre-school through 5th grade are invited to come forward for the Children’s Message before they 
depart for Sunday School. 

 

The Proclamation of God’s Word 
 
Reading from Scripture                       1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 
Music      The Imprint of God’s Face…………………………………………………………Margaret R. Tucker 

The Plymouth Choir; Scott Soeder, flute, Alli and Kyle Szalay, percussion 
O God, we bear the imprint of your face:  the colors of our skin are your design, and what we have of beauty in our race as 
man or woman, you alone define, who stretched a living fabric on our frame and gave to each a language and a name.  Where 
we are torn and pulled apart by hate because our race, our skin is not the same, while we are judged unequal by the state and 
victims made because we own our name, humanity reduced to little worth, dishonored is your living face on earth.  O God, 
we share the image of the One whose flesh and blood are ours, whatever skin; in Christ’s humanity we find our own, and in 
his family our proper kin: Christ is the brother we still crucify, his love the language we must learn, or die. 
 

Sermon                                   Grace and Peace and Thanksgiving Rev. Dr. Matthew Wooster 
 
*Hymn (Black) 472     Precious Lord, Take My Hand………………………………………….Precious Lord 
 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever, Amen. 

 
Response     Ecce quam bonum……………………………………………………..………………Richard Proulx 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is, when friends live together in unity. (Psalm 133) 

 

Living Out the Word of God 
 

Announcements of Church Life 
Call to Offering 
 
Offertory     Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child………..Negro Spiritual/arr Mark Hayes 

Diane Julin Menges, soloist 
Sometimes I feel like a motherless child, a long ways from home. Sometimes I feel like I’m almost gone, a long ways from 
home.  
 

 



*Doxology……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………Old 100th 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, you heavenly host:  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
O God, in light of your mercies, we offer to you our gifts for the work of your Spirit, and we offer the service of our 
lives to be your hands at work in the world. Amen. 
 
 
*Hymn (Black) 473     Blessed Assurance.................................................................. Assurance 
 

*Commission and Benediction 
 
*Congregational Response    We’ll Follow the Light .................................................... Elderkin 

(Sung once by the choir and once by the congregation.) 
 

We’ll follow the light, beautiful light, come where the dew-drops of mercy are bright, shine all around us by day 
and by night, Jesus, the light of the world.   
 
Voluntary     Oh, Freedom .......................................... Negro Spiritual/arr. Adolphus Hailstork 

James Riggs, organ 
 

Adolphus Hailstork (B.1941) is of African American, native American and European Jewish ancestry and his works blend 
musical ideas from the African, American and European traditions.  He has served as a professor at several universities 
including Youngstown State University.  “Oh, Freedom” likely came into being soon after the end of slavery and in the 1950s 
and 1960s, the song was commonly sung as part of the Civil Rights Movement.     

 
Many in the congregation wish to remain seated for the Voluntary. If you choose to leave, please be aware of 

those still participating in this part of the service. The Voluntary is music for worship and we ask that all be 
respectful of one another’s worship practices, including those participating via livestream. Following the 

Voluntary, you may greet the ministers. 
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